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did not provide a sufficient increase for IDEA,
but also proposed more than 10 new edu-
cation programs which each would come with
increased bureaucracy and Federal regula-
tions. The Federal Government must first fulfill
its commitment to funding IDEA before cre-
ating new programs which will only further bur-
den school districts with paperwork and regu-
lations.

| strongly support H.R. 4055 and fully fund-
ing IDEA which will lift this unfunded mandate
from school districts and free their resources
to serve all students.

————

TRIBUTE TO MIKE CAUSEY, COL-
UMNIST, “FEDERAL DIARY” THE
WASHINGTON POST

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 9, 2000

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise to ask the
House to join me in honoring Mike Causey,
the venerable Washington Post columnist who
wrote his last Federal Diary column for the
Washington Post today. Most Members of the
House have been unable to get through a
year, and certainly an appropriations period,
without consulting Causey. Federal Diary pro-
vided an always reliable place where anyone
could be knowledgeably and quickly informed
of all one often needed to know about federal
sector matters. Especially for those of us “in-
side the beltway,” a phrase coined by Mike
Causey, his column was an indispensable re-
source. We welcome Mike’s successor, Ste-
phen Barr, and trust he will continue to make
the Federal Diary a congressional habit as it
has been for many others as well.

| ask the House to join me in honoring Mike
Causey’s 36 years of giving the Congress and
the region the “real deal” on the federal sector
“inside the beltway,” and | submit for the
RECORD his final column and Bob Levey’s trib-
ute, Hat's Off to a Top Colleague: Mike
Causey.

[From the Washington Post, May 8, 2000]
HATS OFF TO A ToP COLLEAGUE: MIKE CAUSEY
(By Bob Levey)

Today, his column appears in the Metro
section. There won’t be another. Mike
Causey, longtime perpetrator of The Post’s
Federal Diary, is done.

My pal, my fellow scribe, my listening
post, my wailing wall, is leaving a perch I
thought he’d occupy forever. He is going to
try columnizing in the high-tech world. The
geeks had better get ready for a whirlwind.

You don’t produce six careful, newsy col-
umns a week for more than three decades
without knowing how to hammer. This fel-
low may be a grandfather, but he can get it
done like no youngster I've ever seen.

And he can get it done with surpassing ac-
curacy and touch.

When your constituency is federal employ-
ees, someone always knows more than you
about every topic. If you fumble the provi-
sions of the latest federal retirement bill,
thousands will point it out. Fumble often
enough, and the gang will stop reading you.

But Mike fumbled less than most, and he
built a constituency better than any. I say
that because the sincerest form of flattery
has been visited upon me for nearly 20 years.
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People mistake me for Causey (even
though he isn’t very gray, and he under-
weighs me by 50 pounds). They’ve accused
Mike of being Levey, too. I'm sure he
grinned and bore it, with his usual wry com-
ment about how immortal newspapering
makes you.

How hard is it to be such a prolific col-
umnist for so many years? Mike said it best
many years ago, as I waltzed into the office
at the spry hour of 7 a.m., only to discover
him already hard at it.

“If being a columnist is such an easy job,”
said Mike, ‘“‘why are we the only ones here?”’

The Big Boss, executive editor Leonard
Downie Jr., had this to say about Causey—
and his output—when I asked him for com-
ment:

‘““Mike Causey, of course, does not exist.
Mike Causey is a pseudonym for a composite
group of Washington Post reporters and re-
searchers—1,342 at last count—with several
dozen working together at any one time to
produce all those columns.”

Len said that ‘‘a marketing research firm”’
had been engaged to develop ‘‘the many male
models we use to represent Mike Causey at
interviews, press conferences, lunches, din-
ners and other appearances. Each is tan, fit
and speaks with a subtle nasal accent.”

Editorial writer Bob Asher and Metro edi-
tor Walter Douglas, who began as copy boys
with Mike back near the Civil War, remem-
ber him as being very efficient, and a bit of
a scamp.

Walter remembers the way Mike would an-
swer the newsroom phone. Most copy boys
did it formally and decorously. Causey would
flip a toggle switch and announce, ‘‘News-
room, Mike.” ‘““A bit unorthodox, but it got
the job done,” Walter said.

Bob Asher said Causey was a legend for
running every copy boy errand route through
the cafeteria. As for Causey’s current of-
fice—a notorious six-foot-high collection of
junk—‘‘there’s wildlife in there,”” Bob said.

Having sat in the next office for all this
time, I can deny that rumor. Wildlife
wouldn’t survive—not

Of course, Mike always claimed that he
knew where everything was. Since he never
missed a deadline, it must have been true.

Of course, the Disastrous Causey Office led
to moments of great merriment.

When Ben Bradlee was executive editor, he
would wheel a huge trash can up to the lip of
Causey’s office door once a year.

“In two days,” he’d bark.

And it would be done.

Although it would need to be done again in
less than a week.

How bad was the crud? For years, Causey
and I used computers that were linked some-
how. If one broke, the other would have to be
disconnected so the ‘‘bad” one could be
worked on.

When mine broke one day, technicians
tried to reach Causey’s terminal to disable
it. Like a bunch of disappointed explorers on
the Amazon, they gave up after a few min-
utes.

Mike Causey invented the phrase ‘‘Inside
the Beltway.” He and a Post photographer
were the first civilians to circumnavigate
the Capital Beltway. He covered the first
Beatles concert in Washington—as a body-
guard to ‘‘a more experienced (and fragile)
reporter,’” as he put it in his official Post bi-
ography.

What Mike didn’t say, there or anywhere
else, was that he became an institution.

“In the mornings, federal employees have
their coffee and Causey at their desks,” said
Bob Asher.
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Indeed they did—thousands of them, across
thousands of days. The guy is the Cal Ripken
Jr. of journalism—even if he failed a tryout
with the Cleveland Indians as a young man.

Mike even contributed to my wardrobe.
One year, my wife stole a favorite Causey ex-
pression and turned it into a birthday T-
shirt.

The front says:
DAILY COLUMNIST.

The back says: FOR THREE WEEKS.

Whenever Mike and I would pass in the
halls all these years, he’d say to me, in his
joking, conspiratorial way: ‘“I’'ll cover for
you.”

From now on, I'll return the favor, Mr. C.
Well done! You’ll be missed in a big way.

ANYONE CAN BE A

[From the Washington Post, May 8, 2000]
TODAY’S THE DAY DIARY COLUMNIST TURNS
THE PAGE
(By Mike Causey)

Well, there comes a time, and this is it.

This is my last Federal Diary column for
The Washington Post.

I leave this job pretty much as I entered it:
still suspicious of the statistics that power-
ful organizations pump out. For example:

The usually reliable Washington Post—my
longtime home—says I produced 11,287
bylines. It seems like more than that. But
who’s counting?

Also, The Post says I've been here for 36
years—as messenger, copy boy, reporter and
columnist. They got the job titles right. But
36 years? It seems like only yesterday. Hon-
est.

So, how to sum up?

The most-asked question (other than, ‘‘Did
a real barber cut your hair?’’) has been this:
How could you produce six columns a week,
year after year, without going nuts?

The answer is simple: For several years I
did the Federal Diary column seven days a
week. When they gave me Saturdays off, it
removed all the pressure. Almost all.

Secondly, it was part of the job descrip-
tion.

Finally, I loved every minute of it. Honest.

Being here for nearly four decades has been
an incredible and enriching experience. You
can’t imagine.

Over the years—in the line of duty—I have
been shot at, gassed, tossed off a building. I
covered the first Beatles concert and got to
be one of the first people to circle the Cap-
ital Beltway. I was once run out of a small
town in Western Maryland by a mob that,
now that I think about it, had good reason to
speed my departure from its fair community.

Being a newspaper reporter means never
having to grow up. I got to see how things
work, or are supposed to, or don’t. The
events and machines and tours were fas-
cinating. The people—almost without excep-
tion—were wonderful.

Reporters get to meet lots of VIPs. But for
most of us ‘‘beat’ reporters, the best part is
the so-called ordinary people who, more
often than not, are extraordinary. Just
quieter than VIPs. The reason they are so
good is simple: It’s part of their job descrip-
tion. They say (by, the way, in all these
yvears I have never discovered who ‘‘they”’
are) that reporters are only as good as their
sources. True, up to a point. Sources are
critical. But the real secret weapon for a suc-
cessful reporter has two parts:

* The people (as in colleagues) you work
with.

* The people (as in readers) you work for.

It is that simple, and that complicated.

Working with several generations of Wash-
ington Post types has been an education.
Trust me on that one.
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Reporters get the glory. But they only
look good if they have great editors, re-
searchers and backup. And reporters
wouldn’t last a minute, and you would never
read their award-winning words, if it weren’t
for the people who do the real work. Like
sell and process ads, make sure folks get
billed and paid—so we can get paid—and
produce and deliver the paper. For 25 cents
you get, every day, the equivalent of a book
printed overnight. Not a bad deal.

Working with, and writing about, federal
employees and military personnel has been a
treat. If there are more dedicated people in
this country, I have yet to meet them. I have
known lots of people who would die for this
country, and several who did. Few bankers,
columnists, lawyers or CEOs can make that
claim.

Bureaucrats—and I don’t have to say this
anymore—are indeed beautiful. And don’t
you forget it.

I could go on, but I hope you get the idea.
Besides, time and space—as always—are lim-
ited.

So has this been fun? And rewarding?
Short answer: You bet!

But this isn’t a wake. Or even a goodbye.
More in the order of see-you-later. I hope.

Next stop for me is the brave new world of
the Internet. I'll be at 1825 I St. NW, Suite
400, Washington, D.C. 20006. Stay in touch.

I’'m leaving here, but The Post will always
be home. Always.

This column has been around since the
1930s. It’s been on loan to me for a long time.
My successor, Stephen Barr, is an old friend.
He’'s a Texan and a Vietnam vet, and he
knows the beat. Best of all, he’s a very nice
guy.

I hope Steve has as much fun as I did. Re-
member, he’s had nearly half a century to
prepare for his first column, which will begin
Sunday. But he will have only one day to
write his second column. So a little help and
encouragement from you would be nice.

Thanks.

Mike.

———

IN HONOR OF THE ADVANCED
COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY
SATELLITE

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 9, 2000

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
call the attention of my colleagues to one of
the nation’s most successful technology trans-
fer programs impacting our daily lives and
which promises economic advantage to our
great country in the very competitive area of
telecommunications. This project, call the Ad-
vanced Communications Technology Satellite
(ACTS), is the culmination of a decade of sat-
ellite technology development by NASA. The
ACTS mission will conclude in June 2000 after
81 months of operations far exceeding its 4-
year design life. Before this innovative flight
project reaches its operational conclusion this
summer, permit me to share with you more
about its outstanding contributions and exam-
ples of how our government research spurs in-
dustry growth and jobs, and continues the
worldwide preeminence of our technology
base.

The explosion of the Information Age and
the evolution of the National and Global Infor-
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mation Infrastructure has created a critical
need for the next generation of communica-
tions satellites. The ACTS Project centers
around an experimental payload that incor-
porates an architecture of advanced tech-
nologies typical of what will be found in the
next generation of commercial communica-
tions satellites. NASA funded this development
to maintain America’s dominant position in
providing communications satellites to the
world. This project has been led by a dedi-
cated team of researchers and technologists
at NASA’s Glenn Research Center, which, |
am proud to say, is within my Congressional
district.

Mr. Speaker, permit me to tell you more
about this success story in space. The tech-
nologies selected for ACTS were those that
had the potential to enhance dramatically the
capabilities of the next generation of satellites.
The technologies ACTS pioneered included
use of a previously unused high frequency
band (called Ka-band which is 20/30 GHZ.), a
futuristic dynamic hooping spot beam antenna,
advanced on-board processing and switching,
and automatic techniques to overcome in-
creased signal fades experienced at these
higher frequencies.

After its launch in September 1993, NASA
partnered with major corporations and small
businesses, academia, and other govern-
mental agencies to demonstrate the new tech-
nology in actual user trials. An experiments
program involved over 200 organizations that
used the satellite for demonstrations, applica-
tions, and technology verification across the
far reaches of our nation. With an ever-in-
creasing global economy, ACTS was used to
demonstrate wideband communications in five
other countries (Canada, Colombia, Ecuador,
Brazil, and Antarctica).

Applications over the satellite have been
done to improve living conditions and ensure
a safe and prosperous life style in areas such
as telemedicine by transmitting data-intensive
imagery for linking urban medical specialists to
underserved areas of the U.S.; control of
power grids for electric utility companies using
ultra-small terminals to pool the grid in remote
areas; distance learning utilizing high-quality
interactive video and audio for delivery of ad-
vanced degree, continuing and remedial train-
ing to all people without regard to location; in-
tegrating design teams for business and in-
dustry; natural exploration by connecting re-
mote research equipment over high-speed
links with major companies analysis facilities;
and personal and airborne mobile communica-
tions services including technologies enabling
advanced passenger services onboard the
U.S. commercial airline fleet.

The innovative technologies proved that on-
demand, integrates communications are via-
ble, economical, and of national importance
for the future of communications. The ACTS
users have transformed this space technology
into commercial products and services. As a
result of the program, the satellite industry is
on the cusp of initiating whole new constella-
tions of satellites that represent a market size
in the $10s of billions that use many of the
concepts developed and verified through the
ACTS program.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to share other suc-
cess stories of how ACT has benefited this
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country in the area of satellite manufacturing.
Motorola used ACTS-type on-board proc-
essing and Ka-band communications in the
first operational system using ACTS tech-
nology—Iridium, and continues to include
these technologies in the next generation
wideband system. Hughes Space and Com-
munications’ Spaceway system will utilize an
ACTS-like spot beam antenna at Ka-band fre-
quencies to provide low-cost, global high-
speed, communications to both residential and
commercial users. Loral's Cyberstar will also
incorporate Ka-band ACTS-type technology.
Lockheed Martin’s nine-satellite Astrolink sys-
tem being developed includes such advances
as Ka-band, on-board processing, and spot
beam technology. The Teledesic system will
provide service with a network of hundreds of
satellites using on-board switching to route in-
formation between satellites and users. All of
these systems show that our country’s satellite
manufacturers are integrating the ACTS de-
sign concept and technologies into their com-
munications systems. This increases the num-
ber of highly technical jobs in the U.S. and im-
proves the balance in trade with the strong
international market for communications sat-
ellite systems.

Thank you Mr. Speaker for allowing me the
opportunity to salute this special project with
my colleagues. | congratulate NASA and the
men and women who developed and operated
this satellite technology for the benefit of our
nation. It's because of their personal dedica-
tion that this country benefits.

INTRODUCTION OF EMT/FLSA
LEGISLATION

HON. DENNIS MOORE

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 9, 2000

Mr. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, today | am intro-
ducing legislation that will provide an overtime
exemption for emergency medical technicians
(EMTs) from section 7(k) of the Fair Labor
Standards Act (FLSA). This exemption is al-
ready provided for fire protection and law en-
forcement personnel.

Currently, EMTs are asked to work the
same hours as fire protection or law enforce-
ment personnel, but state and local govern-
ments are required to pay these employees
overtime for any hours worked in excess of 40
hours in a work-week. The overtime costs are
quite expensive for state and local govern-
ments and interfere with their ability to man-
age their employees in emergency situations.

Last year, legislation was passed that ex-
tended the overtime exemption to emergency
medical technicians who work in fire depart-
ments. This bill, however, did not include a
significant number of county, city and other
public sector employees who provide emer-
gency medical services. For example, in Kan-
sas the two largest public sector emergency
medical service agencies are county agencies
that function separately from fire departments
and therefore are not covered by the recent
legislation. Despite this separation, the duties
for the EMTs and fire protection personnel in
these areas are virtually identical. They are
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